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THE PASTOR’S PAGE 

W e have just turned over another calen-
dar page, and with it comes the hope 

of spring and better weather. I don’t know 
about you, but I am very much looking forward 
to spending more time outside in the warm 
sunshine. 

Liturgically we are in the season of Lent and 
heading towards Holy Week and Easter. Lent is 
a time when we are encouraged to step back 
and reflect on our lives and explore what 
might need some attention and modification. 
We try to break bad habits and possibly 
attempt to form some new good habits. These 
can be good things (however, giving up some-
thing so you can tell everyone about what you 
are giving up – or even claiming to be some 
kind of martyr is not so good).  

I recently wrote to our rental groups to inform 
them of some of the issues we have been hav-
ing of late and the need to rectify this situa-
tion. It sort of falls within the Lenten tradition 
of re-examining some of what we do in the 
hope of doing something better. I am going to 
share this letter with you here, as this issue is 
not limited to rental groups, and some of us 
are guilty of these same offences. Private con-
fession of these sins is not required; however, 
we would appreciate your assistance as we 
move forward together. I realize this is not my 
usual newsletter content, but it is important, 
and this seems like an excellent way to com-
municate the information. The letter is includ-
ed on the next page. 

May your Lenten (and Easter) journey be 
transformative.  

Pastor James 

Acts 3:19-20  Repent therefore, and turn to God 
so that your sins may be wiped out, so that 
times of refreshing may come from the pres-
ence of the Lord, and that he may send the 
Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus. 
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As  you are probably aware, we have returned to something close to pre-covid levels 
of activity here are Hosanna. Given that, I need to remind you that this is a shared 

space, and your cooperation with each other and our policies and procedures is essential. 
While it was fairly easy to get used to the reduced use of the building over covid, those days 
are now behind us, and we need to be more mindful of procedures and best practices. 

We have, for example, been experiencing a significant increase in false alarms, people setting 
the alarm while others are still in the building, and even not setting the alarm at all. So, please 
be reminded that you must check the building before you leave, including walking down to 
the front door area to see if there are people in the offices or other areas. Similarly, if you are 
in the sanctuary end, the converse is also true – please walk to the north end and check for 
people. Just calling hello from one in is insufficient as people do not always hear this call. In 
addition, it is always good practice to let the other group know you are leaving when you are 
done – that way; they know they are the only group remaining. 

Likewise, checking the doors, especially the front doors, is essential. Depending on the weath-
er, these doors often do not properly latch and need a little assistance. We need you to check 
these doors even if you don’t usually use them, as sometimes people will exit them even if 
they came in by the north door. There have been a few occasions recently when the door was 
discovered improperly latched when we came in in the morning. The kitchen door can also be 
a bit stubborn sometimes, so please check to be sure it latches after use. 

Please note that any charges that result from false alarms (e.g. security or fire service) will be 
charged to your group.  

It is also important to remember to turn out the lights when you leave, with a couple of ex-
ceptions. The lights above the plants in the front and one set running down the main hallway 
stay on for security reasons. It is also essential to check the thermostats to ensure they are 
down. For most events, it is sufficient to use the temporary hold to raise the room tempera-
ture (it holds it for two hours). This is accomplished by pressing the temperature buttons; the 
default setting is two hours. If you need a longer time, simply repeat the process. Please note 
that the rooms do not heat up faster by turning the thermostat to a high temperature! We 
had one incident when the thermostat in the Peace Hall was turned up to 28° and left on hold. 
Firstly, it should never be turned up that high, and secondly, it should not be left on hold. Your 
cooperation helps us keep our costs down and reduces our impact on the environment; your 
assistance is required to avoid increases in rental prices.  

Please make sure all your leaders are aware of these procedures. In addition, please let us 
know if there are changes to who your key holders are. Also, please let the office know if you 
see items needing maintenance or repair.  

Thank you for your attention and assistance with these items. Please remember building secu-
rity is for everyone’s safety.  



5 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR ANNA ON SABBATICAL 2023   

W hen is the last time you planned an inten-

tional spiritual retreat or time away from 

the ordinary work and details of your life to focus 

on your faith and its development? Though I am 

your pastor, and I have been called to Hosanna for 

almost 10 years, doing this practice is still some-

thing deeply precious to me.  

This year is the first time I am planning time away 

to intentionally study the places, people and sto-

ries of the Bible and other faiths. I have, at other 

times, enjoyed retreating to ELCIC Camps includ-

ing Mulhurst, Kuriakos, and Kinasao (in SK), for 

time spent in nature to rest and reflect on what 

God is doing in the world but this year I will take a 

sabbatical. Three months of time spent in rest, 

reflection, and study.  

My current plan includes time 

spent with my family, time spent 

resting, and a four weeklong 

study trip to the Tantur Ecumeni-

cal Institute in Jerusalem. This is 

a deeply exciting opportunity for 

me! I can do something truly out 

of the ordinary, and do so with the blessing and 

encouragement of the faith community that has 

called me to serve as a leader. I am so grateful 

that Hosanna supports its clergy taking sabbati-

cals. It’s because of you and your generosity that I 

can take 3 months to intentionally focus on God, 

myself, and learning.  

I find I am very excited for my time away, and es-

pecially for the opportunity to study in Jerusalem 

and the Holy Land. The tentative schedule for my 

study involves approximately 1 week of Jewish 

studies, 1 week of Christian studies, 1 week of Is-

lamic study, and excursions and tours throughout 

the region to learn about the sites today and in 

the past. Because this is an ecumenical tour par-

ticipation not limited to any religion or tradition. It 

should be a wonderful learning opportunity and a 

chance to encounter people of other faiths and 

perspectives from all over the world.  

So it makes me wonder, what are you doing this 

year to deepen your knowledge, awareness, and 

rest? What practices are you engaging in to help 

you learn about the faith? What are you doing to 

make time for yourself to rest? How can our com-

munity support you as you do so? For I only get a 

sabbatical because of your support. So, let me ask: 

how can I support you as you seek to rest, reflect, 

and study?  

Maybe you will go to camp. Maybe you will take a 

Bible and go for a walk. Maybe you will head to 

the mountains and let God fill you will the majesty 

of creation. Maybe your family 

will gather and support you. We 

all need breaks from the ordi-

nary work and details of our 

lives. Time away is one of the 

greatest gifts we can receive. So 

think about how I can help you, 

support you, encourage you.  

If you would like more information about my 

study program through the Tantur Ecumenical 

Institute it can be found at their website, 

tantur.org under the June/July programs. This 

month my big thank you goes out to all of you Ho-

sanna members who value education, rest, reflec-

tion, and me.  

Thank you!  

 

Pastor Anna  
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A NOTE FROM WORSHIP AND MUSIC FOR LENT AND EASTER 2023 

What a time! We have entered Lent, the season of 
repentance, of preparation, and of journeying. 
This year we are focusing on something new: we 
are listening for the sounds of the season. In wor-
ship you will find special sounds, special art, and 
special messages which are intended to help you 
connect to the Bible stories from Matthew’s gos-
pel in a slightly different way. Each week during 
Lent we are seeking to stimulate our sense of 
sound. Together we will rediscover the dramatic 
readings from Matthew’s gospel, and each image 
will be accompanied by a visual and by the sound 
wave the sound makes.  
 
When you enter our sanctuary, you will see large 
hanging representations of sounds. They highlight 
key words, phrases, images, and moments for us 
to examine with our eyes and our ears. We have 
sealed away the “A” word, in a vacuum (a place 
where no 
sound exists), 
and await its 
reveal back 
into sound at 
Easter.  
The Easter sea-
son will see us 
bring alive all 
of the symbolic 
elements of our churches and visually us away 
from the confines of ‘our Sunday life’. Check out 
the symbols of the faith, and discover the signpost 
to life in God’s kingdom.  Come check out the 
symbols of the kingdom’s grace flowing over the 
congregation with the abundance of God’s plan 
for all creation and the abundance of God’s love 
and power for all his creatures.  
Both of these seasons will be blessed by the par-
ticipation of many Hosanna members, the choir, 
the Hosanna Handbells, Spiritoso! Handbells, our 
Sunday school and youth group, and other friends 
of the congregation. See how the creativity and 
possibilities God has poured out on us come into 
the world to shape our worship together and our 
lives outside our building as well.  
 
 

Hosanna’s Sunday morning services will continue 

to be available in the blended format at 10am 

every Sunday morning. During the season of Lent 

you can join us, along with St. Timothy’s Anglican 

Church, and Rio Terrace Moravian Church for mid-

week Lenten services at 7pm on Wednesdays. The 

Hosanna livestream is available at: www.bit.ly/

HosannaEdmonton and Sunday bulletins are avail-

able on the Hosanna website 

www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

Looking ahead there is much to look forward to 

and many special dates to mark on your calendar! 

We hope to see many of you in the coming sea-

sons, and for you to experience quality worship at 

Hosanna online and in-person. If you are interest-

ed in serving as a volunteer in worship please 

speak with Pas-

tor Anna, we 

are always 

seeking people 

to serve as 

readers, wor-

ship assistants, 

lay leaders 

(prayer and litany leaders), actors (for skits and 

plays), greeter/ushers, and musicians. Please help 

bring to life these two seasons by contributing 

your unique gifts to the worship of God at Hosan-

na! 

Looking ahead the Hosanna Worship and Music 

committee will next meet on Monday April 24 at 

7:30pm in person in the social room. If you are 

interest in helping to plan or envision worship at 

Hosanna please consider joining our committee. 

We are always open to new members, new ideas, 

and new possibilities. Please speak with Pastor 

Anna or Colleen Vogel (our Council rep) about 

joining us.  

 

file:///C:/Users/Lena/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/RWFBGU0N/www.bit.ly/HosannaEdmonton
file:///C:/Users/Lena/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/RWFBGU0N/www.bit.ly/HosannaEdmonton
http://www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca/
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Our worship schedule during Lent, Holy Week and Easter is as follows:  
 

7pm Wednesday March 1  Holden Evening Prayer at Hosanna 

10am Sunday March 5   Worship with Word and Prayer 

7pm Wednesday March 8 Lenten Service at Rio Terrace (15108 76 Ave) 

10am Sunday March 12 Worship with Word and Prayer 

7pm Wednesday March 15   Holden Evening Prayer at Hosanna 

10am Sunday March 19   Worship with Word and Prayer 

7pm Wednesday March 22   Lenten Service at Rio Terrace (15108 76 Ave) 

10am Sunday March 26 Worship with Holy Communion 

7pm Wednesday March 29   Holden Evening Prayer at Hosanna 

 

10am Sunday April 2   Palm/Passion Sunday Worship with Holy Communion 

7pm Thursday April 6   Maundy Thursday Worship with Holy Communion and  

    Handwashing 

10am Friday April 7    Good Friday Worship 

10am Sunday April 9   Easter Sunday Worship with Holy Communion 

10am Sunday April 16   Worship with Word and Prayer 

10am Sunday April 23  Worship with Word and Prayer 

10am Sunday April 30   Worship with Holy Communion 

 

10am Sunday May 7    Worship with Word and Prayer 

10am Sunday May 14   Worship with Word and Prayer 

10am Sunday May 21   Worship with Word and Prayer 

10am Sunday May 28  Pentecost Sunday Worship with Holy Communion 
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HOSANNA YOUTH 

S ome things about Youth are hard to describe, 
but the fun, the community, and the opportuni-

ties to gather together are deeply important. In the 
winter we gathered to bake cookies for the congrega-
tion and to go sledding. We survived, and so did you, 
both these activities, and they were awesome! Thank 
you to Chris and Jabe for their continuing leadership 
and passion for youth and being present with Ho-
sanna’s young people.  

Looking ahead to the coming months Hosanna Youth 
has planned a couple more wonderful activities for 
the group:  

 Saturday March 18, Craft Night. Join us from 
7-9pm, in the social room for an evening of 
art. Bring your creativity and we will provide 
you the opportunity to bring your passion for 
art and your faith together. A big thanks to 
Jodi and Jabe Bilodeau for providing the craft 
– it’s gonna be soooo much fun!  

 Saturday April 22, from 5-8pm, Hosanna 
Youth invites our friends to join us for an 
evening of games. Bring your favorite and we 
will bring ours and we play games, eat pizza, 
and spend an enjoyable evening with the 
youth and those who are youthful. If you are 
“youthful” and would like to come out and 
spend an evening with our AMAZING group 
please speak to Pastor Anna.  

 Plus an epic year end event – details yet to 
come via email!  

Hosanna Youth is open to all member and friends 
who are in grades 7-12. If you would like to receive 
updates about Hosanna Youth programing, please 
contact Kirstin Veugelers or Pastor Anna to join our 
email list. The majority of our program information is 
distributed via email so if you want to be in the know 
please let Kirstin or PA know.  

Hosanna’s Youth Committee is currently Pastor Anna, 
Kirstin Veugelers (Chair/Secretary), Chris Terry, Hele-
na Hendricksen, Jabe Bilodeau (Youth rep/Jr. Leader), 
and Nina Tanti (Council Rep). If you would like to be 
part of this planning and organizing team please 
speak with any committee member. We are always 
open to those who want to help the youth, and youth 
program, at Hosanna!  

Youth baking cookies! 

Having fun sledding... 
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Easter 2023 

CONFIRMATION 

Confirmation classes continue to meet 
on Sunday from 12-1pm via ZOOM or 
live (on the last Sunday of each 
month). We continue to learn about 
characters and people of importance 
from the New Testament and how life 
in the Bible connects to our lives to-
day. Though we sometimes feel like 
we have wandered down an unknown 

path, when we go together we always learn that God goes with us, and that our faith is a thing that 
unites us.  

Looking ahead we are planning a spring confirmation sleepover. Details are being communicated di-
rectly to the Confirmand families. We plan to spend an overnight together studying Martin Luther, the 
small catechism, and the world at the time of the reformation. Please say a little prayer for us!  

Pr. Anna  

 

March 5th—19th  
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NOTES FROM YOUR COUNCIL 

FINANCE 

$55,697
$49,808

$54,586

$63,492 $64,003 $66,510

2021 2022 2023

Year to Date Income and Expenses
February

CURRENT INCOME CURRENT EXPENSES
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

A big “thank you” to those who helped with the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at St. 
Timothy’s Anglican Church on February 21. especially to Colleen Vogel who, as well as 
being part of the planning team with people from St. Tim’s, Rio Terrace Moravian and 
Hosanna, also did shopping and made the yummiest pancakes! Other key players 
included Lynn Gott, Margaret Sadler, Karen Peitsch, Beth and Ava Hendricksen, Chris 
Terry, Trinity S-R, and AJ Jeannotte. (There were others who pitched in as well but 
didn’t sign up – so thank you as well!) This was the first event of a Lenten collaboration 
between the three churches (Wednesday Lenten services alternate between Hosanna 
and Rio Terrace Moravian) and was well received.  

Sunday 
School 

continues to meet most Sundays, 
usually by Zoom although kids that 
attend worship with their families are 
invited to join Sonja in her office or the 
Social Room for a hybrid class. Families 
take turns leading the lesson each 
week and have been very creative in 
presenting the material – not only 
online, but also to a wide age range! 
We’ve all been learning together! Plans 
are in the works for the children’s 
participation in Palm/Passion Sunday 
and Easter worship services. 

ADULT FORUM on Sunday morning, March 19 
after worship service:  An introduction to 
“Basically Babies: Outfitting Newborns in 
Need,” with Linda Hut, who volunteers weekly 
with this agency. It is dedicated to serving ex-

treme need families with newborns by providing a year’s 
worth of both new and gently used baby clothes and essen-
tials, drawing on donations and volunteer help.     

 You may attend (and participate in discussion) in person 
at Hosanna or join in online through Zoom. Here’s how 
you can access Zoom at 11 a.m.: 

Topic: Adult Forum  Time: March 19, at 11am 
Join Zoom Meeting: https://bit.ly/3wi1lIR 
Meeting ID: 853 0634 1571 Passcode: 817062 
Dial by your location: +1 587 328 1099 Canada 

 

 

 

Thursday Morning Bible Study continues to meet each Thurs-
day morning at 10:00am. Most people attend in person but 
Zoom is also an option for those who are out of the city, not 
feeling well, or just having a slow start to their day!. If you 
want to gain some insight into the lesson for the upcoming 
Sunday and have some fun and fellowship at the same time, 
we’d love to have you join in and try it out! Contact Sonja to be 
placed on the email list to receive a reminder with Zoom link 
and weekly study materials. 

Women’s Bible Study for March will be on Friday, March 10, 
7:30pm in the Social Room or by Zoom. In April we will meet 
on April 14 (the second Friday of the month). We are continu-
ing with our study called Gratitude: Giving Thanks in Life’s Ups 
and Downs. Please contact Sonja if you are interested and not 
already on her email list.  

 

 

 

 

 

Christ in Our Home and Eternity 
for Today are available quarterly 
on the Black Counter as well as a 
basket with Lenten focused book-
lets. We also have a good selec-
tion of devotional and inspiration-
al books in the Social Room library 
if you’d like to stop by the church 
and have a look. Plan to take 
some time each day in Lent for a 
Christ-centred devotion.   

https://bit.ly/3wi1lIR
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THE WIDER CHURCH 
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 

Those who have been ill, at home or in hospital, 
and have asked for our public prayers:   

Morley Becker, Emily Stebner (self-

requested), Bennett/ Stawnichy Family 

(Del Bennett), Liz Wise (Maureen Lyall), 

Gladys Hansen (Dianne Kieren), Tam-

my Massa (self-requested), Shirley New-

som (Don Newsom), Jim Jarvis (Glenys 

Schmidke), Brian Dofka (Rodina Couling), 

Holly Armstrong, Lorelei Campbell (self

-requested), Darlene Brown (Marg Miller), 

Marilyn Beebe (Maureen Lyall), Debbie 

Simpson (Colleen Vogel), Dianne Be-

gert (Pr. Anna), Dale Grinde (Marlene 

Grinde), Elaine McKinlay (Glenys 

Schmidke), Saruro and family (Margaret 

Sadler), George Kubinski, (Irene Kubin-

ski), Chelsea Sloan (James Sloan), Don 

Vinge (Peder Vinge), Millie Dofka (self-

requested), Wes Baines (Rodina Couling), 

Dave Tate (Marilyn Bella), Bob Ritz 

(Ray Janke), Edith Preiksaitis (Pat Beck-

er), Hilda Lindae (self-requested), Al 

Wende (self-requested), Owen Wiig (Pr. 

Anna), John Sims (self-requested) 

To request confidential prayer 
for yourself or for others, contact 
our Prayer Chain Leader:                          
Del Bennett at 780-487-4062.  

If you are interested in being a 
part of the Prayer Chain, or find-

ing out more about it, contact Del.  

December 5, 1947— 

February 9, 2023 

Len Stengel 
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You can stay current on what ’s happening at 

Hosanna each Sunday by subscribing to the     

e-bulletin HOSANNA HAPPENINGS that goes 

out each Thursday, along with a listing of the            

volunteers serving in the worship services on 

the coming Sunday. If you would like to join the 

distribution list, please contact  Lena at                                          

office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  

Still getting a paper copy of the monthly 

Newsletter? Spread the word—                      

you can get it by email!  

You can also access the PDF version 

on our website: 

www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca 

 

The church office will be closed 

Easter Monday, April 10th  

mailto:office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
http://www.hosannaluthera.ab.ca
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MARCH 2023 CALENDAR 
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APRIL 2023 CALENDAR 


